
Media Type: Video 
Duration: 59 minutes 
 
Goal: To describe the basic process of finding and buying or leasing a vehicle. 
 
Description: Buying a car can be an overwhelming process to those who are unfamiliar with it. 
This presentation provides students a step-by-step guide to car buying. Topics discussed include: 
types of vehicles, transportation needs to consider, how to calculate a budget, sources of valuable 
vehicle information, how to examine and test-drive a vehicle and strategies for negotiation. In 
addition, leasing is explained as well as advantages and disadvantages of leasing versus buying 
are described. 
 
Objectives: 
1. To summarize the car-buying process. 
2. To describe types of vehicles and the advantages and disadvantages of each type. 
3. To list transportation needs which should be considered when looking for a vehicle. 
4. To analyze costs associated with a car and how to determine a car-buying budget.  
5. To explain leasing and its benefits and drawbacks. 
6. To discuss various sources of vehicle ratings, reviews, valuations and advice. 
7. To investigate methods of examining and test-driving vehicles and strategies for negotiation. 

Car-Buying Basics 

Horizontal Alignment 
Core-Subject 

Area 
Foundation Concept Basic Understanding 

Math   

Logical Skills  
 Reasoning 
 Problem solving 
 Real-life applications 

Mathematical Figures & Concepts  

 Equations 
 Decimals 
 Percentages 
 Multiplication 
 Addition 
 Subtraction 
 Computation 
 Budgeting 



Horizontal Alignment 
Core-Subject 

Area 
Foundation Concept Basic Understanding 

Language Arts  

Application of Writing Skills 

 Descriptive, informative, creative and persuasive 
writing 

 Organizing logical arguments 
 Brainstorming 
 Analyzing audiences 
 Utilizing reference materials 
 Enhancing grammatical mechanics 
 Vocabulary enhancement 

Analysis of Text & Information 

 Drawing inferences and generalizations 
 Reading/content literacy 
 Critical thinking 
 Values and ethics 
 Expression of thoughts and ideas 
 Communication skills 
 Correlating text events with personal experiences 
 Developing listening and comprehension skills 

Technology Applications in Literature 
 Utilizing document processing software 
 Internet-based research 

Car-Buying Basics 



Car-Buying Basics 

Class 1: Begin class by asking students if any of 
them have bought a vehicle. Allow 
students to briefly discuss their 
experiences. Pass out the Car-Buying 
Basics Vocabulary Handout and 
Worksheet for students to use as 
reference materials during the 
presentation. Show Car-Buying Basics - 
The Process. Follow the segment with 
its Assessment. Introduce the Car-
Buying Glossary Activity and allow 
students to work on it the remainder of 
the class period. Instruct students to 
finish the Activity for homework. 

 
Class 2:  Begin class by having each student 

share one or two terms from their Car-
Buying Glossary Activity. Remind 
students to continue using the 
Vocabulary Handout and Worksheet. 
Show Car-Buying Basics - Meeting 
Your Needs. Follow the segment with 
its Assessment. Have students 
complete the My Transportation Needs 
Activity. 

 
Class 3: Remind students to continue using the 

Vocabulary Handout and Worksheet. 
Show Car-Buying Basics - Determining 
Your Budget. Follow the segment with 
its Assessment. Introduce the 
Understanding Auto Insurance Project 
and have students get into groups and 
begin working on it. Pass out the Auto 
Loan Payment Schedule Student 
Handout and assign the My Budget 
Activity for homework. 

 
Class 4: Remind students to continue using the 

Vocabulary Handout and Worksheet. 
Show Car-Buying Basics - Finding Your 
Car. Follow the segment with its 
Assessment. Introduce the Vehicle 
Search Project. Allow students the 
remainder of class to work on either of 
the Projects. 

 
Class 5: Remind students to continue using the 

Vocabulary Handout and Worksheet. 
Show Car-Buying Basics - Negotiating 

Kelley Blue Book 
 http://www.kbb.com 
Edmunds.com 
 http://www.edmunds.com 

Using the Career Connections Activity, allow students 
to explore the various careers associated with this 
lesson. See the Activity for more details. If student 
licenses have been purchased: Students will select the 
interviews to watch based on your directions. If only a 
teacher license is purchased: Show students all the 
career interviews and instruct them to only complete 
the interview form for the required number of 
interviews. 
 iCEV51020, Mike Edwards, General Manager, 

Pollard Friendly Ford 
 iCEV50175, Zoe Zeigler, Corporate 

Communications Specialist, Toyota 
 iCEV50380, Julio Carillo, Technician, Pollard 

Friendly Ford 
 iCEV50176, James Wilder, Financial & Economic 

Analyst, Toyota 

DECA 
 Automotive Services Marketing Series 
 Financial Literacy Promotion Project 
FCCLA 
 Life Event Planning 
FBLA 
 LifeSmarts 
 Personal Finance 

Your Purchase. Follow the segment 
with its Assessment. Introduce the 
Consumer Rights Project and allow 
students to work on any of the Projects 
for the remainder of class. 

 
Class 6: Allow students the entire class period to 

work on the Projects. 
 
Class 7: Administer the Car-Buying Basics Final 

Assessment. Allow students to finish 
the Projects. 

Video 
6 min. 

Video 
13 min. 

Video 
16 min. 

Video 
11 min. 

Video 
13 min.
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Car-Buying Basics 

Understanding Auto Insurance 
Directions: 
Working in groups of four, students will research types of auto insurance, various auto insurance companies and 
estimated costs of auto insurance. They will create a Microsoft® PowerPoint® presentation including all of the 
information. For more details concerning Project requirements, see the Understanding Auto Insurance Project sheet. 
 
Vehicle Search 
Directions: 
Students will search for vehicles fitting their needs (according to the My Transportation Needs Activity) and their budget 
(according to the My Budget Activity). They should be given the Activities to use as references. They should find at least 
three vehicles and fill out the provided form describing what they found and how well it fits their needs and budget. Then 
students should write a two-page essay describing the pros and cons of each vehicle and which one they would 
ultimately choose to buy. See the Vehicle Search Project sheet for more details regarding requirements. 
 
Consumer Rights 
Directions: 
Working in groups of three, students will create a brochure intended to inform consumers about their rights when 
purchasing or leasing an automobile. Students should research the lemon law and other relevant consumer protection 
laws in their state and should include information about when they are applicable and what the complaint process is. 
They should also include tips for making smart vehicle purchasing decisions. Brochures should be well-organized and 
visually appealing. 

Car-Buying Glossary 
Directions: 
Students will create a glossary of terms related to car buying. Each glossary should include at least 15 terms. Students 
should define the term and give an example of the term used in a sentence. Students should NOT include any terms 
listed on the Car-Buying Basics Vocabulary Handout. Once glossaries are complete, have each student share one or 
two terms with the class. 
 
My Transportation Needs 
Directions: 
Students will answer the questions provided regarding their transportation needs. Then they will each create a list of 
must-haves, a list of preferred, but not necessary features and a list of qualities to avoid. Lastly, they will use the 
information to choose one to three types of vehicles best suited to their needs. 
 
My Budget 
Directions: 
Students will practice calculating car-buying budgets for the provided situations. Then, they should consider and 
research their personal situation to determine a car-buying budget for themselves. Remind students the formula they 
are using is a simplified method of estimating costs and should NOT be relied upon exclusively when purchasing a car. 
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