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April 24, 2018 

 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 

The Engine & Equipment Training Council (EETC) is a recognized trade association 
with a membership made up of dedicated industry professionals from manufacturers, 
distributors, dealers, education institutions and associations. Our primary goal is to 
address the shortage of qualified technicians in the outdoor power equipment industry. 

 
Because of this shortage, we understand the need to provide relevant and meaningful 
training opportunities for students, as we know recruiting at an early age is very 
important. We view the Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification as a tool to 
provide these meaningful opportunities and aide in the recruitment of skilled technicians 
for our industry. 

 
The certification is designed to introduce students to imperative skills needed to enter 
the power equipment industry. Specifically, the certification lays a foundation for a 
better understanding of four-stroke engine components and operation, as well as basic 
servicing, troubleshooting and repair. Students earning this certification will be better 
positioned to fill the employment needs of our industry. This certification can also serve 
as a steppingstone for a student to further his/her career at a technical college or to 
obtain additional certification such as the EETC Technician Certification. 

 
These students will be a step ahead and will no doubt help raise the level of qualified 
technicians in our industry. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Erik Sides 
Executive Director 
Equipment & Engine Training Council  

mailto:eetc@eetc.org


 

 

 

 

  
April 28, 2023  
  
To Whom It May Concern:   
  
My name is Jeffrey Plotka, and I am the president of Precision Work Inc. I am writing in strong support of the 
Equipment & Engine Training Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. Precision 
Work Inc. is a regional distributor of quality lawn care equipment. We work in thirteen states throughout the 
Northeast and Midwest. Precision Work Inc. is continually working to be an industry leader.    
  
Our mission is to provide our customers with the highest quality products, services, and support possible. Our 
business is based on a determination to keep our company, its employees, and its customers as a circle of 
“Family and Friends.” We believe these concepts of quality, loyalty, and friendship set Precision Work Inc. 
apart and will ensure continued success. The perfect employee to help the company to fulfill our mission has 
the skills and knowledge that the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology provides. It is difficult to hire 
qualified individuals who can provide the quality experience we are looking to provide our customers.   
  
With my experience here at Precision Work Inc., I have seen firsthand just how important it is to hire 
individuals who know how to service and maintain small engine equipment. I have also seen how helpful it is 
for our company to hire individuals who do not need training in this before coming to join the team. Here at 
Precision Work Inc., we employ nineteen employees, and our team prides itself on the ability for any member 
of our office staff to answer your call and be able to assist you with any questions or customer service issues 
you may have. Our service department consists of a team with over 30 years of experience, and we are 
always looking for qualified individuals who can demonstrate knowledge in service calls. As the President of 
Precision Works Inc., I can confidently say that individuals who obtain the EETC Principle of Small Engine 
Technology will have the skills desired by my company and will have the skills to be successful in the industry. 
As a member of EETC, I know that hiring individuals with these skills is not only a priority for Precision Work 
Inc. but a priority across the industry.   
  
Companies such as Precision Work Inc. rely on future employees to be highly qualified and capable of 
entering the industry at a fast pace and already have the skills and knowledge required. This is why I strongly 
encourage this certification to be made easily available to individuals to ensure that post-graduation, they are 
qualified to enter high-demand roles within this industry.   

  
Sincerely,  

  

 
Jeffrey Plotka  
President   



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

9 November 2021 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

My name is Blair Coates, and I am writing in support of the Equipment & Engine Training 

Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification on behalf of Coates 

Landscape Supply.  

What is now Coates Landscape Supply, began as a landscape company in Phoenix, Arizona back 

in 1984. Now, it has evolved into a multi-state landscape equipment distribution source focusing 

on Walker Mowers, EcoLawn large material spreaders, Spyker fertilizer spreaders. We have 

expanded across parts of the West and have a solid presence throughout Idaho, Western 

Wyoming, Oregon, Washington; and most recently, Utah. In addition to distribution, we are a 

full service power equipment repair training facility.  EETC is part of our hands on practical 

curriculum. 

Because I have deep roots in the landscape services sector, I have witnessed firsthand how 

important it is to hire individuals who have been properly trained on how to use, maintain, repair, 

and service outdoor power equipment. Individuals who are interested in pursuing a career within 

the machinery and equipment industry should possess the knowledge and skills tested for by the 

EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. The Equipment & Engine Training 

Council is trusted by manufacturers, distributors, dealers across the Nation. I fully trust EETC as 

a certifying body because they are preparing the way for more students to be exposed to current 

industry standards. 

Companies like Coates Landscape Supply rely on the next generation of our workforce to be 

qualified and capable of entering our line of work. Therefore, I encourage this certification to be 

made more readily available so that graduates are qualified to enter high-demand roles within the 

industry.  

 

Sincerely, 

Blair Coates 

Blair Coates 

President 

Coates Landscape Supply 
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            July 12, 2022

To Whom This May Concern,

This letter is an endorsement of the Equipment & Engine Training Council EETC Principles of Small
Engine Technology Certification.

Gardner, Inc. is a 75-year-old power equipment and parts distributor headquartered in Columbus, OH. In 
addition to this facility and distribution center we have locations in: Boston MA, Greensboro NC, Memphis 
TN, Jacksonville FL.

The breadth of our vendor portfolio is well over 50 manufacturers and growing. Some of our most notable 
lines include: BCS, Cub Cadet, DeWalt, Simpson, Generac, Husqvarna, Hydro-Gear, Kohler, MTD, Oregon 
Tool, Ridged, Ryobi, Troy-Bilt, Tuff Torq and WorldLawn. Our distribution spans across the US. In addition 
to selling fine products, we are responsible for the training and educating our business partners. As the 
conduit from the manufacturer to the retailer, we offer; annual on site update schools, web-based training, 
technical bulletins, and a multitude of support efforts for the manufacturers we represent.

Corporately, we strongly support EETC.  Gardner is a proud EETC Member and over the past years Gardner 
Associates have served as board members and one as a past EETC President. In an industry with the average 
age employee continually ascending effective training provided by the EETC is invaluable to ready the next 
generation of technicians. As the OPE industry quickly gravitates to more advanced drive systems including
fuel injection, lithium powered products and robotics, training is needed more than ever before. Gardner’s 
dedicated technical and training staff assist customers with everything from product trouble shooting to 
parts lookup. Additionally, our technical staff has completed EETC certification and training. When seeking 
supplemental employees and technicians, the EETC accreditation is a huge asset. A certification on a student’s 
resume makes them more likely to secure an interview or a position with our company.

Our industry is suffering a significant shortage of qualified technicians throughout the country. Proper 
training is integral for continued growth. Gardner is a proponent of the EETC as they provide a vital role 
in preparing for the future, not only in furnishing service but also in equipping people for lifelong careers 
making way for good paying professions. 

I personally have been in the OPE industry for nearly 30 years. With the advances in technology the demand 
for training is the highest it has ever been! The EETC comprehensive training and service yields a bright 
future for the industry.

Kindest Regards,

Daryl Glover
Technical Services & Education Manager



 

 

 
 

 

 

May 10, 2018 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing this letter in support of the Equipment & Engine Training Council Principles of 

Small Engine Technology Certification.  

 

My name is Mike Broetzmann, and I am the Manager for Technical Training, Gasoline Engines 

at Kohler Engines. In my role, I am responsible for all technician training and certification 

programs for the Kohler Engines worldwide distribution network, which includes over 9,300 

servicing dealers in North America. Our engines and dealer network service and support 

equipment is used in a myriad of industries including agriculture, lawn care as well as gas and oil 

production.  

 

At Kohler, we strive to enhance the quality of life for current and future generations through 

design, craftsmanship and innovation. In order to achieve our goals, Kohler Engines relies on a 

workforce of qualified employees who possess knowledge of small engine technology and skills 

related to engine maintenance. Yet, we struggle to identify applicants who are prepared to enter 

the outdoor power equipment industry. The EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology 

Certification is a useful tool in identifying highly skilled employees who are prepared to enter the 

workforce, and we wish more young people were earning this certification.  

 

As someone who has worked in the power equipment industry for many years, I am glad to know 

young people are earning the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. Not 

only is this certification crucial to the success of the Kohler dealer network, it is also vital to the 

success of the countless industries supported by Kohler products. I encourage you to approve this 

certification at the state level in order to provide students with more career opportunities and 

support business and industry in your state.  

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 

Michael Broetzmann 

Manger- Technical Training, 

Gasoline Engines  

Kohler Engines  

Michael.Broetzmann@kohler.com 

mailto:Michael.Broetzmann@kohler.com


   

 
Edward Cole 
356 Summerfield Place 
Flat Rock, NC 28731 
828-595-9282 
 
 
11-15-2021 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
I am writing in support of the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification for high school 
students. I am now retired, but spent a combined 42 years in technical service, training and customer 
care with Skil Corporation, Wheel Horse Products, and The Toro Company. I currently serve as Treasurer 
for the Equipment and Engine Training Council (EETC), and have been involved with the EETC since its 
founding over 20 years ago. 
 
The Outdoor Power Equipment industry is made up primarily of skilled baby-boomers, so the need and 
opportunities for OPE technicians has never been higher. A basic engine training course for high school 
students will give the student a practical understanding of small engine fundamentals and potentially 
instill interest in a technical service career. 
 
The OPE industry is rapidly evolving, with small engines incorporating automotive technologies like 
electronic fuel injection and instrumentation electronics. There is also a very large movement towards 
sophisticated battery powered products.      

  
The Equipment and Engine Training Council is an OPE industry-supported non-profit. Committees of 
industry experts develop and update technician certification tests for all major OPE service areas, such 
as 2- and 4-Cycle and small diesel engines, electrical, hydraulics and power trains. The EETC also actively 
supports educators with turn-key training programs and training aids. The Principles of Small Engine 
Technology Certificate course for high school students was developed in collaboration with the EETC.      
 
State approval of this course will serve to expose more students to the diverse opportunities in the 
Outdoor Power Equipment industry, for example, lawn and garden, watersports, utility vehicles, golf 
equipment, construction equipment, and forestry products.   
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Edward W. Cole 
Treasurer, Equipment and Engine Training Council 











 
 

August 16, 2022 

 

To Whom it May Concern,  

 

Nevada Farm Bureau is the largest agricultural organization in Nevada, representing farm and ranch 

families throughout the state. We are pleased to offer our endorsement for the Equipment & Engine 

Training Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification 

As a statewide organization that’s mission is to be the voice of Nevada’s agriculture, we see the 

importance of this certification. At Nevada Farm Bureau Federation, we work to promote, preserve, 

protect, and resolve challenges in agriculture through advocacy, education, and leadership. This 

certification directly lines with our values seeing as it provides proper education in the outdoor power 

industry. With industry standards developed by the Equipment & Engine Training Council, I can be sure 

that the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification is relevant to the outdoor power 

industry.  

I believe this certification will provide individuals with the skills needed to enter the outdoor power 

industry with confidence and succeed. Earners of this certification will be much more qualified than 

those who do not hold this certification. I would absolutely consider an individual who holds the EETC 

Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification for an interview or job with Nevada Farm Bureau 

Federation. I know that earners are dedicated to their work, willing to step outside of their comfort 

zone, and overall well-rounded individuals. I look for this in all employees and feel confident that 

earners will have all of these skills.  

Agriculture is an extremely technical and wide-ranging industry. Those who have earned the Equipment 

& Engine Training Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification have demonstrated 

that they come to you with qualified expertise. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Doug Busselman 

Executive Vice President 







                           
3375 Youngstown Road, SE 

Warren, Ohio 44484 
330-369-2345 ext. 103 phone   330-369-8805 fax 

 
May 19, 2022 
 
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
My name is Lisa Terzigni- Miller and I am the President of Do-Cut Sales & Service, Inc and Power Equipment 
Warehouse.  I am writing in support of the Equipment and Engine Training Council (EETC) Principles of Small 
Engine Technology Certification.  
 
As a business owner in the outdoor power equipment industry, I can see the need for the approval of the EETC 
Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. This certification is based on industry standards to allow 
individuals to prove their knowledge in the outdoor power equipment industry. Some of the industry standards 
for tested in this certification include:  
 

- Engine components & operations overview 
- Disassembly and assembly procedures  
- Tools, parts, & equipment identification and management  
- Basic troubleshooting, repair, service, & maintenance procedures  

The outdoor power equipment industry will benefit from the approval of this certification as it allows highly 
qualified and skilled students to enter the industry with the essential knowledge that they will need to succeed. 
Finding these qualified and skilled workers is becoming more of a challenge because it is difficult to locate 
employees who meet the entry-level qualifications for the field. I believe that any individual who has this 
certification would be a great fit for a job and would go at the top of my list. Additionally, the approval of this 
certification would allow employers to easily locate and connect with those who do hold the certification.  
 
I fully support the state of Ohio to approve the Equipment and Engine Training Council (EETC) Principles of 
Small Engine Technology Certification. This certification will greatly benefit Ohio students, businesses, and 
customers and should be made accessible to the students who will one day be coming into the outdoor power 
equipment industry.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa M. Miller 
 
Lisa M. Miller 
President 
 
 



 

American Pride Power Equipment 
700 McIntire Ave 

Zanesville, OH 43701 
740-454-7224 

 
 
March 15, 2022 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
My name is Ryan Dodson, President of American Pride Power Equipment, Inc. located in 
Zanesville, Ohio. I am writing this letter to encourage approval of the Equipment and Engine 
Training Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification.   
 
I have been involved with the outdoor power equipment industry for 34 years. There is a critical 
shortage of qualified and trained technicians in our industry. This is why I see value in the EETC 
Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification becoming available for Ohio high school 
students. The skills tested by this certification are important for our industry, and my business. 
Core competencies in engine repair such as disassembly, troubleshooting, and reassembly of 
small engines are exactly the kinds of skills we look for in our technician candidates. 
 
The EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification is a needed tool for the upcoming 
generation of employees and business owners in our industry. I believe the skills and 
knowledge gained from this certification will help students be more equipped for a related 
career and help our state’s businesses locate trained and hard-working employees. I strongly 
encourage the Ohio department of education to approve the EETC Principles of Small Engine 
Technology Certification. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Ryan G. Dodson 
President 
American Pride Power Equipment 



 

Beckert’s Outdoor Power Equipment 
 
 
1527 W Main St 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
740-212-5079 
 
 
March 18, 2022 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing this letter to show my support for the approval of the Equipment and Engine 
Training Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. My name is Fred 
Beckert and I am the owner of Beckert’s Outdoor Power Equipment located in Zanesville, Ohio. 
We retail and service outdoor power equipment such as lawnmowers, chainsaws, trimmers, 
blowers, and zero turn mowers.  
 
The EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification is something I believe our Ohio 
high school students should have access to as it will help them in their future job searches and 
careers. The standards covered by this certification are important for our state’s industry and 
future employees. I am especially happy to see the following standards are verified by the 
certification: basic troubleshooting, repair, disassembly procedures tools, part and equipment, 
identification and management.  
 
Ohio businesses that are a part of the outdoor power industry will benefit from the approval of 
this certification because it will grow the availability of knowledgeable young employees. 
Personally, I look forward to seeing this certification on future job applications in my area. I 
support the department of education in approving the EETC Principles of Small Engine 
Technology Certification for Ohio students. This certification will benefit future employees, 
businesses, and customers of our industry. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Fred Beckert 
Owner 





December 21, 2021 

To whom it may concern: 

My name is Lucas Zaharewicz and I am the owner of Lucas' Small Engine Repair Shop in 
Willowick, Ohio. I am writing this letter in support of the Equipment and Engine Training 
Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. Please consider 
approval to help more Ohio students jump-start their careers in the outdoor power 
equipment industry and graduate with this earned certification. 

As a small business owner in the outdoor power equipment industry, I am impressed by 
the standards covered in this certification. Students with goals to own and operate their 
own engine or equipment repair business would benefit greatly by earning this 
certification because it verifies they have the knowledge and skills necessary to 
troubleshoot, repair, service, and maintain 4-stroke small engines. This certification also 
helps students have an advantage as they apply for in-demand jobs within the industry 
because they will already be proficient in parts identification, disassembly and assembly 
procedures, and much more. 

In my line of work, it is important I have a vast knowledge of engine operations and 
components and great work ethic in order to grow and sustain my business. This type of 
certification will go a long way for Ohio students who one day will own and operate 
businesses like mine. I attest that the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology 
Certification is needed for our industry's growth, and I hope to see this certification 
approved by the state of Ohio. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 

Scanned with CamScanner 



 
 

Giaco’s Mower Shop 

20690 Lorain Rd. 

Fairview Park, OH 44126 

440-333-4980 
 

 

 

 

February 11, 2022 

 

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of the Equipment and Engine Training Council (EETC) 

Principals of Small Engine Technology Certification. My name is Jason Giaco and I am the owner 

of Giaco’s Mower Shop. It is a small family business that has been running for about 26 years 

and counting. We are proud to service lawn equipment all over Ohio. 

As a business owner in the outdoor power equipment industry, I see value in the EETC 

Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. I value the standards of assembly 

procedures and basic troubleshooting, repair, service and maintenance procedures because 

they give technicians a jump start into the field. 

The outdoor power equipment industry will benefit from the approval of this certification as 

more students will enter the industry with essential knowledge and skills. It’s becoming more of 

a challenge to find skilled small engine technicians because it’s more difficult to locate 

employees who meet the entry-level qualifications for the field. Anyone with this certification 

would go to the top of my list. 

I truly support the state approval of the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology 

Certification. Ohio students and businesses like mine will benefit from this certification being 

accessible to the future job seekers within our local high schools and career technical centers.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jason Giaco- Owner  





Sohar’s All Season Mower Service 
600 Highland Rd. E 
Macedonia, OH 44056 
330-467-1332 
 
 
February 21, 2022 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to show my support for the state approval of the Equipment and Engine Training 
Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. My name is Pete Sohar 
and I am the service manager of Sohar’s All Season Mower Service. We are one of the largest 
outdoor power equipment dealers in northeast Ohio with millions of dollars of equipment and 
parts inventory. We are open to the public and our customers include homeowners, 
landscapers, construction, businesses, schools, universities and government agencies. No 
purchase is too big or too small. 
 
The EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology is an excellent tool for today’s high school 
students to access and earn. From my experience, I see great value in the following standards: 
Building the fundamentals of how machinery works from basic engine theory to advanced 
electrical and hydraulic designs. EETC enforces the comprehension of engine technology. 
 
Ohio businesses, like ours, will benefit from the approval of this certification because it will 
increase the number of knowledgeable entry level employees. This training is a steppingstone 
into the transition into working on outdoor power equipment. Understanding how something 
works makes diagnosis of failures quicker, and locating proper parts that much quicker.  
Knowing what a camshaft is and not having to call it a “doohickey” makes communication that 
much easier. 
 
I encourage the department of education to approve the EETC Principles of Small Engine 
Technology Certification. This certification will benefit Ohio students, businesses, and 
customers of our industry. I look forward to seeing this certification on future resumes and as an 
available state-wide resource.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

Peter Sohar 
Service Manager 
Sohars All Season Mower Service, Inc. 
 



 Brian Thomas  

Lead Trainer and Developer 

 

5903 Grafton Road 

Valley City, OH 44280   

(330) 225-2600 

 

Brian.Thomas@sbdinc.com 

www.stanleyblackanddecker.com 

 

 

 

 

 
01/28/2022 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
My name is Brian Thomas, and I am a Lead Trainer and Developer for Stanley Black & Decker (SBD) 
Outdoor Division, formally known as MTD Products Inc. SBD Outdoor Division is known for innovative and 
award-winning lawn mowers, snow blowers, trimmers, and outdoor power equipment for both 
residential and commercial markets. The SBD Outdoor Division family of brands includes Cub Cadet®, 
Troy-Bilt®, Robomow®, Rover®, and WOLF-Garten®. The SBD Outdoor Division has over 8,100 employees 
and facilities all over the globe. 

  
I serve as a member of the board of directors of the Equipment and Engine Training Council, and I write 
this letter in support of EETC’s entry-level certification: EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology. One 
of our primary concerns as a governing body is promoting our industry through certification: the act of 
demonstrating career-readiness. Our entry-level certification is key to our certification programs, 
because it captures people while they’re young and making life-changing career choices. Because of this, 
I, as a tenured professional in this industry, would like to see this certification as readily available as 
possible to as many career and technical education students as possible.  
 
Having this certification on a resume makes a person eligible for an entry-level job in our field, which can 
lead to a stable, rewarding career. And do we need technicians more than ever! The certification tests 
over industry-standard equipment and covers troubleshoot, repair, service, and maintenance. Jobs for 
small engine mechanics are steadily increasing in quantity. 
 
We would benefit greatly from more certified people in our home state, so to see more Ohio high school 
graduates adding an EETC Certification to their high school diploma soon would be fantastic. We need 
them, and they will have an opportunity to go to work immediately. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

Brian Thomas 
Brian Thomas  
Lead Trainer and Developer 

 

 

 



 

July 29, 2020 

To whom it may concern:  

I am writing this letter in support of the Principles of Small Engine Technology 
Certification by the Equipment & Engine Training Council. 

We are a retail and servicing dealer for: Cub Cadet, Kohler and Briggs and 
Stratton. We provide small engine repair and equipment leasing services to 
Knoxville and Nashville Tennessee. With the consistent need of our services it is 
harder and harder to find qualified people to serve as small engine mechanics.  

By earning the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification, 
students will be more prepared to enter the workplace. Additionally, the 
certification will benefit consumers and employers by providing the outdoor 
power equipment industry with knowledgeable employees who are capable and 
ready to work. The outdoor power equipment industry is consistently in need of 
highly qualified employees, and this certification is key to developing a pipeline 
of skilled and passionate employees.  

It is my hope more students will earn the EETC Principles of Small Engine 
Technology Certification to address the hiring needs of the outdoor power 
equipment industry and strengthen the industry as a whole.  

Respectfully,  

Jim Falletti 
Mower Genius LLC 

4608 Harpeth Peytonsville Road - Thompson Station, TN. - 615-576-0026



            
 

5943 Commerce Blvd. Morristown, TN  37814 

Tel: 423.585.2000 ｜Fax: 423.585.2003 

www.tufftorq.com 

August 11, 2020 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing this letter in support of the Equipment & Engine Training Council EETC Principles of Small 

Engine Technology Certification. 

My name is Derrick L. Dalton, and I am the Aftermarket Business Development Representative for 

Technical Training of Drivetrain Components and Transaxles at Tuff Torq Corporation located in 

Morristown, TN. 

In my role, I am responsible for all technical training and certification programs for Tuff Torq products 

Global Distribution network, which includes distributors and dealers in the United States and all around 

the world. Our Tuff Torq Global Distributor’s service and support equipment used in the market that 

include Lawn & Garden, Agriculture & Construction, Off Highway, Snow and Marine Gear. 

At Tuff Torq, we want to be a valuable partner with our OEM customers as they develop the next great 

products for their customers. We strive to not only provide the best products for their applications, but 

also to partner with them in their research and development for the future of our industry. "Our mission 

is to provide a secure future for our employees and benefit the community and the environment, while 

providing the highest value of off-highway powertrain solutions in the world to our customers."  

The Outdoor Power Equipment Distributors and Dealers that service our products are always looking for 

value when hiring Tech Associates. Tuff Torq feels the students that participate in programs within EETC 

will be more experienced and better assets to Dealerships when it is time to enter the workforce. The 

EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification is a valuable tool in training and honing these 

young student’s skills prior to entering the workforce. This program gives the students the hands-on 

experience they need to be prepared for a successful future and we aim to support the EETC and see 

more young students earning this certification. 

I have worked in the Outdoor Power Equipment Industry for over 20 years and I’m glad to see young 

students earning the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. Not only is this 

certification crucial to the success of the Tuff Torq Dealer network, it is also vital to the success of the 

industries supported by our Products. I encourage you to approve this certification at the state level to 

provide students with more career opportunities that support businesses and industries within your 

state. 

Sincerely, 

 

Derrick L. Dalton 

Tuff Torq Corporation, Aftermarket Business Development 





May 15th, 2018

To whom it may concern:

I am writing this letter express my support of the Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification and 
Professional Communications Certifications Certificate in the preparation for students to be more career 
ready when reaching the job market.

As a former Trustee for the Lubbock Independant School District, current City Councilman for the City of 
Lubbock and small business owner, I understand the importance and value of students who have taken 
this step through educational certification, to be more career ready and prepared for future employment.

Building a skilled workforce is the single most important thing we can do to extend the life of the robust 
economy we all benefit from.  The skill we require from our future workforce begins in our public school 
districts.

I hope that our school districts will provide our students an opportunity to obtain certifications recognized 
by industry, that assist them in gaining employment in their respective fields.

Sincerely,

Steve Massengale
CEO

advancedgraphix.net 520 23rd St. 806-744-9998

http://advancedgraphix.net




May 15, 2018

To Whom lt May Concern:

B & M Repair
6794 Hwy. 36 N.

Bellvilleo TX 774L8
979-865-21ss

I am writing this letter in support of the Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification endorsed by
the Equipment & Engine Training Council.

lown and operate B&M Repair in Bellville, Texas. We retail and service Toro commercialand residential
lawn equipment, as well as Echo brand lawn equipment and chainsaws. I also work very closety with the
agriculture teachers in my school district.

Students who earn this certification have demonstrated that they have a mastery of concepts vital te
succeeding in this industry, including:

. understand four-stroke engine operation

' define normal combustion and recognize reasons for abnormal combustion

' determine the purpose and type of various four-stroke engine comoonents
. examine carburetors and carburetor functions
. understand various emission standards in small engines
. analyze components and component functions of ignition systems
. examine spark plugs and spark plug function
. understand mechanical governor function

' identify, select and properly operate, maintain and store small engine tools, parts and

equipment

' demonstrate smallgas engine disassembly, assembly, troubleshooting, repair, service and

maintenance procedures

It is imperative we have a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in the industry. A
student that has earned the Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification that is endorsed by a

nationally recognized association such as EETC has proven that they are more qualified for employment
in the agriculture industry than a candidate without the certification and is more likely to be employed.
ln addition, this certification is extremely valuable to employers as it helps connects us to qualified

candidates and should be offered at all schools with courses in small engines.

Sincerely,

b^^rlful
Bradley Hana1h





 

 
 

 

 

 

May 10th, 2018 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing this letter in support of the Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification 

endorsed by the Equipment & Engine Training Council.  

 

My name is Mike Broetzmann and I am the Lead Service Training Specialist for Kohler Engines.  

In my role, I am responsible for all technician training and certification programs for the Kohler 

Engines worldwide distribution network, which includes over 9,300 servicing dealers in North 

America, 700 of which are in Texas.  Our engines and dealer network service and support 

equipment is used in a myriad of industries including agriculture, lawn care as well as gas and oil 

production.   All of which have substantial presence in Texas economy.  

 

Students who earn the Small Engine Technology Certification gain mastery and skills in the core 

concepts essential for becoming an outdoor power equipment technician, including: 

 

• Four stroke engine operation 

• Analyzing engine systems and engine components 

• Engine disassembly and reassembly 

• Troubleshooting, service and repair 

 

It is crucial we develop a pipeline of skilled workers for current and future positions in the 

industry.  A student that has earned the Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification that 

is endorsed by a nationally recognized association such as EETC has proven that they are more 

qualified and prepared for stepping into high demand roles in our industry. In addition, this 

certification is extremely valuable to employers as it helps connects us to qualified candidates 

and should be offered at all schools with courses in small engines.  Building and supporting 

school programs that offer this skillset is crucial to the success of not only the Kohler dealer 

network, but the industries supported by our products.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Michael Broetzmann 

Lead Service Training Specialist 

Michael.Broetzmann@kohler.com 

 

  



 
4620 102nd Street 

Lubbock, Texas 79424 
806-559-8556 

 
 
May 13, 2018 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Principles of Small Engine Technology 
Certification and Professional Communications Certification in preparation for students 
to be career ready when reaching the job market. 
 
As Vice President of Native Energy Solutions, we know the importance and value of 
students who have been certified in the electrical power field, and in the areas of 
effectively communicating skills in the work environment. They are more career and 
safety oriented and make better employees. 
 
Native Energy Solutions has been in business for 12 years and has branch offices in 
West Texas, Oklahoma, and North Dakota providing electrical installation, repair, and 
maintenance in the oilfield. Our customers demand knowledgeable and safe 
electricians. Without communication skills in the workplace, the objectives of the 
company and customers could not be met.  
 
I hope that regional school districts will continue to provide these vital courses in work 
skills and professional communication to better prepare students that enter the 
workplace. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Tom Owens 
Vice President  
Native Energy Solutions, LLC 
 







 
 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing in support of the Equipment & Engine Training Council (EETC) Principles of 

Small Engine Technology Certification.  As a professor of agricultural education at WTAMU, a 

university that is dedicated to preparing students for success in the marketplace after graduation, I 

see tremendous value in this certification.  

By earning the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification, students will be 

more prepared to enter the workplace. Additionally, the certification will benefit consumers and 

employers by providing the outdoor power equipment industry with knowledgeable employees 

who are capable and ready to work. The outdoor power equipment industry is consistently in need 

of highly qualified employees, and this certification is key to developing a pipeline of skilled and 

passionate employees.  

It is my hope more students will earn the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology 

Certification to address the hiring needs of the outdoor power equipment industry and strengthen 

the industry as a whole.  

Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Kevin Williams, Ed.D.  
Associate Prof. of Ag. Education 
Department of Agricultural Sciences 
West Texas A&M University 
Canyon, Texas 79016 
(806) 651-2555 office  
kwilliams@wtamu.edu 





 

 
 
August 1, 2022 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
I am writing in support of the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification. As a landscape 
designer for ProGreen Turf and Landscaping, I fully recognize this certification’s potential to create a 
pipeline of prepared workers for our industry and ProGreen Turf and Landscaping. Our vision is to be 
known as the Coastal Carolina industry leader in customer service, professionalism, and the highest 
quality landscape installation and management. As a result of our dedication, homeowners and business 
owners everywhere can spend more time enjoying their space and less time maintaining it.  
 
There is a lot to the world of outdoor power equipment. The EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology 
Certification gives individuals base-level knowledge of the small engines industry. Earners of this 
certification are more than prepared for entry-level jobs at companies like ProGreen Turf and 
Landscaping since earners are skilled in the equipment we use. 
 
As an employer, I can assure you that a resume with the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology 
Certification will stand out to me as I consider applicants for interviews and jobs. Since the information 
individuals must learn to earn this meticulous certification is based on industry values and standards, we 
know that any individual with the certification will be well-versed in all topics related to power 
equipment. I also know the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification earners are 
trainable, wiling to go the extra mile, and need less upfront training and preparation to start the job. 
This helps both the new employee and the employer. 
 
For the last 14 years, we at ProGreen have prided ourselves on high-quality products and skilled 
employees. The approval of the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Certification would allow us 
to easily find highly qualified employees looking to enter the workforce, especially those exiting career 
and technical education programs. I support the approval of this certification, seeing it will be beneficial 
to employees, employers, and communities. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jordan Lopez  
Landscape Designer 
ProGreen Turf and Landscaping 



 

 
 

505 S. Maple Street 812-936-3388 info@ocedp.com facebook.com/ocedp 
French Lick Indiana 47432 ocedp.com/info 

 

April 26, 2024 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am wri�ng this leter in support of Hoosiers earning the Equipment and Engine Training 
Council (EETC) Principles of Small Engine Technology Cer�fica�on, par�cularly those pursuing 
careers in the power equipment industry.  
 
Since 1995, Orange County Economic Development Partnership has been ac�ng out the mission 
to improve the quality of life of Orange County Ci�zens. In my role as the Execu�ve Director, it is 
my duty to local businesses to improve the availability of a skilled workforce. An easy way for 
me to do that is to help see that employers have access to applicants that possess the 
cer�fica�ons the employers are looking for.  
 
Individuals creden�aled with the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Cer�fica�on have 
competency in teardown and reassembly of the four-stroke engine, which is necessary to begin 
an entry-level career in the outdoor power equipment industry. The best part of this 
cer�fica�on is it easily stands out on a job applica�on versus someone describing the skills or 
experience they possess, which is o�en vague or nearly impossible to verify. Hiring managers, 
who o�en possess an EETC Cer�fica�on themselves, easily iden�fy candidates qualified for 
entry-level posi�ons where this cer�fica�on is listed.  
 
It is impera�ve we have skilled workers for current and future power equipment posi�ons in the 
county. In the case of atrac�ng new business, when I can share that Orange County schools are 
cer�fying individuals in the EETC Principles of Small Engine Technology Cer�fica�on, it shows 
that Orange County has the talent necessary to meet employers’ needs. It is harder than ever 
for Orange County’s employers to find quality candidates, so I know our employers are eager to 
offer interviews to entry-level applicants with this cer�fica�on. 
 
Candidates who have this cer�fica�on will have the knowledge and skills necessary to 
troubleshoot, repair, and maintain small engines. EETC produces these industry standards and 
includes company members such as Kawasaki Engines and Honda Engines. 
 
This cer�fica�on legi�mizes the skills learned in this program and gives individuals the 
opportunity to stand out amongst others. This cer�fica�on is extremely valuable to economic 
developers like me because it helps us support our qualified pipeline of competent workers 
entering the power equipment industry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Skylar Whiteman 
Execu�ve Director 

mailto:info@ocedp.com
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