
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Whom it May Concern:  

 

At the Sports Field Management Association (SFMA), it is our mission to advance professionalism in sports field 

management and safety through education, awareness programs, and industry development. As we push to 

continue to be recognized leaders in strengthening the sports field industry and enhancing members’ 

competence and acknowledgment of their professionalism, our hope is to continuously advance with the 

changing times to meet more individuals everywhere. Therefore, we are proud to offer the Sports Field 

Management Association (SFMA) Turfgrass Science Certification.  

 

SFMA is proud to have over 2,600 members nationwide ranging from sports field managers to students and 

even those who are retired. The SFMA community is a diverse combination of members who work to merge 

the science of growing turfgrass and the art of maintaining fields to produce safe and aesthetically pleasing 

playing surfaces. Members of SFMA have seen remarkable career success and recognition of their 

professionalism and work. We know the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification earners will also see the career 

success and recognition of professionalism that our members see.  

 

The Turfgrass Science Certification will allow individuals to demonstrate a broad understanding of the 

knowledge related to the turfgrass science industry. Concepts such as turfgrass benefits, anatomy, 

identification, adaptations, environment, cultural practices, and playing surface preparation will all be 

addressed and evaluated. We believe this certification will give individuals a chance to prove their knowledge, 

dedication, and commitment to the sports field management industry. 

 

Whether an individual is looking to pursue a career in turfgrass management and sciences, looking to become 

more competitive in the job market, or simply looking for a way to prove their abilities, the SFMA Turfgrass 

Science Certification will help individuals of all ages and backgrounds find meaningful work in the sports field 

management industry.  

 

The Sports Field Management Association (SFMA) Turfgrass Science Certification is an impactful step in 

growing the sports field management industry with qualified individuals.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Jennifer McLendon, M.Ed. 

Education Manager 



Iowa State University  

Department of Horticulture 

107 Horticulture Hall 

Ames, IA 50011-1100 

6/4/2024

My name is Barb Clawson, and I am a Student Services Specialist III and Adjunct Associate Teaching 
Professor. As part of Iowa State’s ongoing commitment to academic excellence and professional 
development, I am writing to propose the recognition and incentivization of individuals holding the 
Sports Field Management Association (SFMA) Turfgrass Science Certification. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification is a significant achievement that reflects a deep understanding 
and proficiency in turfgrass science recognizing the importance of this certification, I propose the 
implementation of a structured program that guarantees an interview and offers higher compensation to 
individuals who possess the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification when applying for positions within our 
academic institution. 

Here are the key components of this proposal: 

Guaranteed Interview: Individuals with the certification will be guaranteed an interview for turfgrass 
management at Iowa State University. This recognition underscores our commitment to attracting highly 
qualified professionals who bring valuable expertise in movement assessment and rehabilitation. 

Higher Compensa ion: The expertise and commitment demonstrated by the certified individuals, we 
propose offering a higher base salary or additional compensation benefits compared to non-certified 
candidates. This serves as a tangible expression of our commitment to professional development and 

I am excited to see where the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification will lead these people. With this 
certification so many career doors can be opened, and I am thrilled to see the future of turfgrass science 
though those who choose to earn this certification.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

bclawson@iastate.edu 

Iowa State University 



 

 

 

 

Iowa State University 
Department of Horticulture 
141 Horticulture Hall 
Ames, IA 50011 
 
 
6/7/2024 
 
My name is Adam Thoms, and I am an Associate Professor of Commercial Turfgrass. As part of Iowa 
State’s ongoing commitment to academic excellence and professional development, I am writing to 
propose the recognition and incentivization of individuals holding the Sports Field Management 
Association (SFMA) Turfgrass Science Certification. 
 
The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification is a signification achievement that reflects a deep 
understanding and proficiency in turfgrass science. Recognizing the importance of this certification, I 
propose the implementation of a structured program guarantees an interview and offers higher 
compensation to individuals who possess the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification when applying for 
positions within our academic institution. 
 
Here are the key components of this proposal: 
 
Guaranteed Interview: Individuals with the certification will be guaranteed an interview for turfgrass 
management at Iowa State University. This recognition underscores our commitment to attracting highly 
qualified professionals who bring valuable expertise in movement assessment and rehabilitation. 
 
Higher Compensation: Because of the expertise and commitment demonstrated by the certified 
individuals, we propose offering a higher base salary or additional compensation benefits compared to 
non-certified candidates. This serves as a tangible expression of our commitment to academic excellence 
and professional development. 
 
I am excited to see where the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification will lead these people. With this 
certification, so many doors can and will be opened. The future of turfgrass science will be elevated 
through those who choose to earn this certification.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Adam Thoms, Ph.D. 
Iowa State University 



   
Limonta Sport  
Via Crema 60  
24055 Cologno AI Serio (BG) 
Italy  
 

February 26, 2024  

To Whom It May Concern: 

I trust this message finds you well. As an Area Sales Manager for Limonta Sport in Italy, I am 
writing to express my enthusiastic support for the Sports Field Management Association Turfgrass 
Science Certification (SFMA). In Limonta Sport Italy we are an international company that works 
with turf grass all over. Recognizing the value that certified professionals bring to the turfgrass 
science industry, I am excited to announce opportunities for SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification 
holders within our company. 

I understand the critical role that expertise in turfgrass science plays in ensuring the success of 
sports field projects. I am pleased to extend a guarantee of an interview to individuals who have 
obtained the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification when applying for positions within our 
company. Our company is committed to honoring the advanced knowledge and skills 
demonstrated by SFMA Turfgrass Science Certified individuals by offering a starting salary that 
reflects their dedication to professional development.  

Limonta Sport is committed to hiring highly qualified workers. The SFMA Turfgrass Science 
Certification helps create that candidate. I encourage individuals within our organization and the 
broader turf community to pursue the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification to elevate their skills 
and contribute to the success of our recreation program. Thank you for considering endorsing this 
initiative. 

Sincerely, 

 

Karim Ajam 
Area Sales Manager 
Karim.ajam@limontasport.com 
 



 

Mixto Hybrid Grass Technology  
20090 Cusago (MI) 
Italy  
 
February 26, 2024  

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Dott. Camillo De Beni, and I work at Mixto Hybrid Grass Technology, serving as an 
agronomist. Mixto Hybrid Grass Technology is an international company that specializes in turf 
grass fields, focusing on natural grass systems using hybrid technology. Mixto is a company that 
takes great pride in using turf grass science to create high quality sports fields. Beginning in 
1998, the company is leading in synthetic turf production and now in hybrid turf solutions. I am 
writing this letter in support of the Sports Field Management Association (SFMA) Turfgrass 
Science Certification. I learned about this credential at the 2024 SFMA Conference, and I 
couldn’t be more excited about it and what it will do to increase the caliber of employees Mixto 
has access to.  

Mixto is committed to hiring not only highly qualified individuals, but those that have a passion 
for turf grass science. Hence, I am pleased to extend a guarantee of an interview to individuals 
who have obtained the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification. Furthermore, we are committed 
to recognizing the advanced knowledge and skills demonstrated by SFMA Turfgrass Science 
certified employees by offering a higher hourly pay that reflects their dedication to professional 
development and industry education Individuals who have invested in obtaining this prestigious 
credential bring a unique level of expertise that aligns seamlessly with our commitment to 
delivering high-quality solutions to our clients. 

It’s essential for our employees to have as much knowledge as possible when it comes to not 
only the basics, but the advanced science of turfgrass. I highly encourage both students and 
those looking to further their knowledge to achieve this certification.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
Dott. Camillo De Beni  
Agronomist  
debeni@mixtosystem.it  

 

mailto:debeni@mixtosystem.it




Texas A&M Athletics 

Houston Street 756 

College Station, Texas 77843 

June 24, 2024 

Howdy! 

My name is Nick McKenna and I am the Assistant Athletics Director for Sports Fields with the 
Texas A&M Athletic Department. My team of skilled professionals and turfgrass science 
students, work diligently to ensure that our sports fields are maintained properly so that they 
are safe and can consistently meet the high standards demanded by our coaches, teams, and 
student athletes. It is based on that premise, that I am writing this letter to express my strong 
support for the Sports Field Management Association (SFMA) Turfgrass Science Certification. 

I am privileged to have had the opportunity to contribute to the certification process by actively 
participating in the review of the certification exam and curriculum on behalf of SFMA. This 
involvement has given me valuable insights into the comprehensive and rigorous nature of the 
certification, ensuring that it aligns seamlessly with the demands of the industry. 

In recognition of the SFMA Turfgrass Science certification, I am committed to facilitating 
interviews with certified professionals for our athletics program and advocating for a starting 
higher wage to acknowledge the added value and expertise they bring to the table. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification not only serves as a testament to the individual's 
commitment to their craft but also aligns perfectly with our shared goal of providing top-tier 
athletic fields & facilities for our student-athletes. I support this certification and believe it will 
play a pivotal role in advancing the careers of those who have dedicated themselves to the art 
and science of turfgrass management. I look forward to experiencing the positive impact that the 
SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification will undoubtedly have on our industry! 

Sincerely, 

Nick McKenna  

Assistant Athletic Director, Sports Fields 

nmckenna@athletics.tamu.edu 



Virginia Tech 

170 Drillfield Drive 

411 Price Hall 

Blacksburg, VA 24061 

May 30, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Daniel Sandor, and I am an Assistant Professor of Turfgrass Science at Virginia Tech. 

We are proud to produce group after group of future turfgrass industry leaders. I am writing to 

express support for the Sports Field Management Association (SFMA) Turfgrass Science 

Certification. I was one of the reviewers of the certification and its corresponding preparation 

materials, so I am familiar with every aspect of what is tested for in the exam. 

I am confident that this certification with play a pivotal role in shaping the future of the 

turfgrass industry, and I am proud to be part of the community that recognizes and celebrates 

the achievements of certified professionals. Together, let us continue to raise the standards of 

our profession and provide opportunities for growth and success. I look forward to witnessing 

the positive impact of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification within our organization and 

beyond.  

In acknowledgement of the value that individuals with this certification bring to the field, I will 

recommend that interviews be guaranteed for SFMA certified professionals who are applying to 

work on Virginia Tech fields. Moreover, I advocate for higher starting pay for these individuals, 

accrediting the unique skill set and dedication they possess. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification undoubtedly carries significant weight in building 

tomorrow’s turfgrass industry leaders. This certification will continue to elevate the standards of 

turfgrass management and contribute to the success of professionals across our industry.  

Sincerely, 

Daniel Sandor, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Turfgrass Science, Virginia Tech 

dsandor@vt.edu 



Louisiana State University AgCenter 
104 J. Norman Efferson Hall 

Baton Rouge, LA 70803 

November 12, 2024 

I am writing in support of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification and its potential approval 
for its inclusion in Louisiana. As an assistant professor in Turfgrass Management at the 
Louisiana State University AgCenter, I am acutely aware of the growing need for skilled and 
knowledgeable entry-level employees in the turfgrass management industry.  

Our department regularly hears from industry partners—including golf courses, sports fields, and 
landscaping companies—who struggle to hire competent entry-level employees. While many 
candidates possess general interest in the field, they often lack the hands-on experience and 
technical training necessary for effective turf management. This gap in qualifications is 
particularly evident in areas such as irrigation management, pest control, and turfgrass 
maintenance. The SFMA Certification offers an effective solution to this challenge by providing 
a comprehensive curriculum that emphasizes the technical competencies and best practices 
essential for success in the turfgrass industry. 

I believe that integrating the SFMA certification would not only help bridge this skills gap but 
also provide individuals with a competitive edge as they transition into the workforce. By 
endorsing this certification in Louisiana, we can better prepare the next generation of turfgrass 
professionals to meet the demands of an evolving industry and contribute to the long-term 
sustainability of turf management practices statewide. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I wholeheartedly support the approval of the SFMA 
Turfgrass Science Certification in Louisiana and believe it will have a lasting, positive impact on 
individuals and the industry as a whole. 

Sincerely, 

Eric DeBoer, PhD 
Assistant Professor – Turfgrass Management 
School of Plant, Environmental, and Soil Sciences 
Louisiana State University AgCenter 



January 31, 2025 

6552 S US HWY 281 
Stephenville, TX 76401 
(254) 964-4288

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is in support of the Sports Field Management Association Turfgrass Science Certification. As the 
owner and operator of Lovell Lawn and Landscapes, with over 20 years of experience in the industry, I am 
well qualified to speak about the benefits of this certification. 

Professionals in the landscaping and groundskeeping field who earn the SFMA Turfgrass Science 
Certification exhibit comprehensive expertise in turfgrass science, management practices, and 
sustainability. They possess advanced skills in effective turfgrass maintenance, pest control, and soil 
health management. Individuals that have earned this certification distinguish themselves as exceptional 
employees, capable of delivering high-quality work that pleases customers.  

As an employer, I applaud this certification. When I interview job applicants, knowing an applicant has this 
certification ensures me they have substantial knowledge and skills related to turfgrass management. This 
certification is extremely valuable to me as an employer because it helps me connect to qualified 
candidates and gives me confidence I am hiring the right workers for my operation. 

I am excited to see where the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification will lead these people. With this 
certification, so many doors can and will be opened. The future of turfgrass science will be elevated 
through those who choose to earn this certification. 

Best Regards, 

Arlon Feuerbacher 
Owner and Operator 
Lovell Lawn and Landscapes Inc. 





 
 

February 19, 2025 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

As a Lecturer and Advisor at the Institute of Applied Agriculture (IAA) at the University of 
Maryland, I am writing to express my strong support for the approval of the Sports Field 
Management Association (SFMA) Turfgrass Science Certification in the state of Maryland. This 
certification is instrumental in equipping individuals with the specialized skills necessary to 
excel in turfgrass and sports field management careers. 

At the IAA, our mission is to provide quality education for future leaders and entrepreneurs in 
agriculture, turfgrass, horticulture, and natural resource enterprises. A critical component of this 
mission involves ensuring our graduates possess a comprehensive understanding of turfgrass 
science, including areas such as turfgrass development, environmental considerations, and 
maintenance practices, which are essential for maintaining high standards within the industry. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification validates foundational competencies in areas such as 
turfgrass anatomy, identification, cultural practices, and playing surface preparation. This 
certification not only enhances the qualifications of entry-level professionals but also provides 
employers with a reliable benchmark for identifying skilled candidates, thereby addressing the 
industry's need for knowledgeable and proficient workers. 

In conclusion, approving the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification in Maryland would 
significantly benefit both aspiring professionals and employers within the turfgrass and sports 
field management sectors. It would elevate the standard of expertise among entry-level 
professionals and support the development of sustainable turfgrass management practices across 
the state. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dane Grossnickle​
Lecturer & Advisor​
Institute of Applied Agriculture​
University of Maryland, College of Agriculture & Natural Resources​
 
 

 



 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 

AND LIFE SCIENCES 
Department of Soil and Crop Sciences 

Ben G. Wherley 
Heep Center, 370 Olsen Boulevard 
2474 TAMU 
College Station, Texas 77843-2474 
b-wherley@tamu.edu 
 
Tel. 979.321.5913 
Fax. 979.845.0456 
http://soilcrop.tamu.edu 

 
Texas A&M University 
Soil & Crop Sciences 
2474 TAMU 
370 Olsen Blvd.  
College Station, TX 77843 
 
February 24, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am pleased to write this letter in support of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification for approval in 
the state of Texas. As a Professor of Turfgrass Science at Texas A&M University, I understand the critical 
need for well-trained professionals in the turfgrass industry.  We receive around 4x more job and 
internship opportunities than we have graduates to fill, and starting salaries have risen considerably over 
the past 10 years. There are many opportunities, yet too few students aware of or entering our major to 
accommodate this growing demand. Employers seek individuals with proven knowledge and skills, and 
industry-recognized certifications help identify those who are prepared to excel in the field. 
 
The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification serves as a valuable indicator of an individual’s commitment 
to professional growth and industry standards. Because this certification demonstrates a strong foundation 
in turfgrass management, I consider it an important factor when evaluating potential hires. I would offer 
an interview to a candidate who holds this certification, as it provides confidence in their preparedness 
and expertise.  
 
Additionally, I recognize the value of certified individuals in the workplace and would be willing to offer 
higher compensation to employees who have earned this credential.  Approving the SFMA Turfgrass 
Science Certification in Texas would directly benefit both job seekers and employers by strengthening the 
workforce with qualified, knowledgeable professionals. I strongly support its recognition as an industry-
valued credential. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Benjamin Wherley 
Professor of Turfgrass Science 
Texas A&M University 
 



COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
AND LIFE SCIENCES 

Department of Soil and Crop Sciences 

Texas A&M University 
Soil & Crop Sciences 
2474 TAMU 
370 Olsen Blvd.  
College Station, TX 77843 

February 26, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am pleased to write this letter in support of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification for approval in 
the state of Texas. As a Research Specialist at Texas A&M AgriLife, I understand the critical need for 
well-trained professionals in the turfgrass management. There are many opportunities world wide, yet too 
few students to accommodate this growing demand. Employers seek individuals with proven knowledge 
and skills, and industry-recognized certifications help identify those who are prepared to excel in the field. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification helps identify individuals who have invested in their 
professional development and are ready to contribute to the field. Certifications like this are valuable 
because it indicates a willingness to distinguish oneself from other candidates, giving employers 
confidence that candidates possess essential industry knowledge. Because of the credibility this 
certification carries, I would offer an interview to a certified candidate, knowing they have met a 
recognized standard of excellence.

Approving the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification in Texas would strengthen the workforce and 
provide clear benefits to both job seekers and employers. I fully support its recognition as an industry-
valued credential.

Sincerely, 

Weston Floyd, CSFM, MCPTM 
Research Specialist II
Texas A&M University AgriLife 

Weston Floyd
Heep Center, 370 Olsen Boulevard 
2474 TAMU 
College Station, Texas 77843-2474 
w.floyd@tamu.edu





March 5, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

As the Chief Dam Safety Engineer for the Sabine River Authority of Texas, I am pleased to 
express my full support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification. Our organization is 
responsible for managing water resources, maintaining critical infrastructure, and 
supporting a variety of landscape and environmental management efforts across the 
Sabine River Basin. The knowledge and skills gained through this certification, including 
turfgrass management, soil science, and sustainable landscaping practices, are directly 
aligned with our need for skilled professionals who can effectively manage the landscapes 
and green spaces that enhance our infrastructure's functionality and aesthetic value. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification is critical in preparing individuals with the 
technical expertise and practical experience necessary to manage turfgrass in diverse 
environments. This certification adds significant value to potential employees, and as a 
result, I am committed to offering competitive compensation to certified individuals. I will 
prioritize certified candidates in our hiring process and offer interviews to those who have 
earned this credential, recognizing the expertise they bring to our team. Certified 
employees are an asset to our organization, as they combine both technical proficiency 
and a deep understanding of turfgrass care, which is essential for the efficient 
management of our outdoor environments. 

By approving the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification in Texas, we can better prepare the 
next generation of turfgrass management professionals, while strengthening organizations 
like ours that rely on expert landscaping and environmental management to enhance 
infrastructure and maintain sustainable landscapes. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Balingit 
Chief Dam Safety Engineer 
Sabine River Authority of Texas 



 
Horizon Farm Credit 
Ellie Grossnickle 
(410) 838-5584  egrossnickle@horizonfc.com 
1614 E. Churchville Rd., Suite 102. Bel Air, MD 21015 
 
March 4, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  

I am writing to support a multitude of exemplary certifications including; the Southwest 
Airlines Professional Communications Certification, the Ducks Unlimited Ecology and 
Management Certification, NCLCA Principles of Livestock Selection and Evaluation 
Certification, NHJCTA Equine Management and Evaluation Certification and the SFMA 
Turfgrass Science Certification. Farm Credit is a network of cooperative lending institutions that 
provides financial services to farmers, ranchers, and rural communities. Its purpose is to support 
the agricultural industry by offering loans, credit, and other financial products to help farmers 
and rural businesses thrive. This includes financing for land, equipment, livestock, and working 
capital, as well as services like insurance and risk management. 

Farm Credit’s mission is to ensure that farmers and rural communities have access to 
reliable, affordable financial resources, especially in times of economic uncertainty. It plays a 
crucial role in sustaining the agricultural sector, which is vital for the economy and food 
production. The system is designed to support long-term growth and stability in agriculture, 
enabling farmers to operate efficiently and meet the demand for food and other agricultural 
products. These specified certifications would assist farmers, prospective Horizon Farm Credit 
employees, and all future job candidates in the agriculture industry.  

A combination of soft skills and agriculture knowledge is crucial for a successful career 
in this vital industry. These skills will allow candidates to have exemplary teamwork and 
leadership skills, adaptability, and innovation throughout their careers. Knowledge demonstrated 
in these certifications provides the technical expertise required to succeed in the industry, while 
soft skills demonstrated in the Southwest Communications certification ensure that individuals 
can work well with others, adapt to change, and navigate the challenges that arise in this dynamic 
and evolving field. Combining both is essential for building a successful and sustainable career 
in agriculture. 
​  
Sincerely, 
 
Ellie Grossnickle 
YBS Relationship Manager Horizon Farm Credit 



MARYLAND TURFGRASS COUNCIL 
2806 Brewster Rd-Waldorf, MD 20601 

www.MDturfcouncil.org 
(571) 340-0122 

 

 

Maryland Turfgrass Council 

2806 Brewster Rd 

Waldorf, MD 20601 

(571) 340-0122 

 

March 4, 2025 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Maryland Turfgrass Council to support the Sports Field Managers Association’s 

(SFMA)Turfgrass Science Certification.  

 

The Maryland Turfgrass Council is the umbrella organization for turfgrass professionals in the State of Maryland, focusing 

on supporting education and professional support. The Maryland Turfgrass Council has several thousand members 

spread around the state of Maryland in all facets of the turfgrass industry, including but not limited to sports turf 

management, lawn and landscape professionals, golf course turfgrass management, college and university grounds 

maintenance, and sod growers.  

 

Turfgrass Management and Sports Turf Management is a large industry which most professionals are not being exposed 

to the job opportunities and careers offered until college or beyond. It is necessary to get younger students to be aware 

and educated to help fill the job needs in an industry that is currently short on trained professionals. The SMFA Turfgrass 

Science certification will allow students to come familiar with a turfgrass, which include topics such as plan science, soil 

science, entomology, and environmental management.  

 

The Maryland Turfgrass Council works closely with the regional Mit-Atlantic Sports Field Managers Association as both 

organizations are supporting the professionals in the industry. Currently turfgrass managers at any level are difficult to 

find. A student who has been through the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification program would be a great benefit to any 

organization in relating turfgrass management fields.   

 

Thank you for considering our support of the Sports Field Managers Association’s Turfgrass Science Certification program. 

Educated employees are essential to our industry and are needed to keep the industry alive for generations to come.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Ben Ellis 

Maryland Turfgrass Council 

Executive Director 

Golfturf54@gmail.com 

http://www.mdturfcouncil.org/


 
 
February 21, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am pleased to submit this letter in support of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification for 
approval in the state of Maryland. As an administrator within the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture's Nutrient Management Program, I recognize the importance of equipping 
individuals with the knowledge and skills necessary to support responsible land management and 
sustainable green spaces. 
 
Maryland’s agricultural and environmental sectors rely on professionals who understand 
turfgrass science, soil health, and sustainable management practices. Certifications, like the 
SFMA certification, provide individuals with a strong foundation in these critical areas, helping 
to support industries such as sports field management, golf course maintenance, and landscaping. 
Industry-recognized credentials help employers identify qualified individuals who are prepared 
to implement best practices that enhance turf health while promoting environmental stewardship. 
 
Approving the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification in Maryland would benefit both 
individuals seeking to advance their careers and employers looking for knowledgeable 
professionals in turf management. I strongly support its recognition as a valuable credential 
within the industry. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nicole Nagy 
AIR/AFAIR Admin Support 



Maryland Department of Agriculture 
Nutrient Management Program 
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March 10, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to express my strong support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification. 
Certifications are invaluable in ensuring individuals stay up-to-date with the latest industry 
standards and practices. As the turfgrass management industry continues to evolve, it is crucial 
for professionals to stay informed about the latest techniques, research, and best practices. This 
certification plays a vital role in ensuring individuals are well-prepared to meet the challenges of 
modern turfgrass science and management. 

BASF is committed to advancing innovation and sustainability across various sectors, including 
the turfgrass industry. We recognize the importance of professionals who are knowledgeable in 
turfgrass management and are equipped with the skills to implement effective, environmentally 
responsible practices. The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification provides individuals with the 
foundational knowledge necessary to manage turfgrass, improve soil health, and enhance the 
performance of turf in a sustainable manner. 

As a company that prioritizes the development of expertise and sustainability in agriculture and 
turf management, we fully support the approval of this certification. The skills and knowledge 
gained through this certification will contribute to the professional growth of individuals and the 
continued success of the turfgrass industry as it adapts to new challenges and continues to 
innovate. 

Thank you for your consideration of this valuable certification. We look forward to its approval 
and the positive impact it will have on professionals and the turfgrass industry as a whole. 

Sincerely, 
 
Karissa Jones 
Strategic Account Manager 
BASF Corporation 

 





February 24, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my strong support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification 
and its approval in the state of Maryland. As a Horticulture and Turfgrass Technician 
with Maryland Parks and Recreation, I see firsthand the critical role that properly trained 
professionals play in maintaining high-quality turfgrass for public parks, athletic fields, 
and green spaces. The demand for skilled turfgrass professionals continues to grow, 
and this certification provides an essential foundation for individuals seeking careers in 
this industry. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification ensures that individuals have the necessary 
knowledge in turfgrass management, including soil science, pest control, irrigation, and 
sustainability practices. These skills directly impact the quality, safety, and longevity of 
turfgrass in public and private sectors across Maryland. By recognizing this SFMA 
Certification, at the state level, we can help develop a workforce that is better prepared 
to meet industry needs while promoting excellence in turf management. 

As a person who hires personnel and a past President of the Mid-Atlantic Sports Field 
Management Association, we value the expertise that the SFMA Certification provides. 
In fact, I am personally committed to offering an interview preference to job applicants 
who hold this certification, as it demonstrates their dedication and competency in the 
field. Furthermore, I am willing to offer higher compensation to employees who have 
earned this credential, recognizing the added value their expertise brings to our team. 

I strongly encourage the state of Maryland to approve the SFMA Turfgrass Science 
Certification as a recognized credential. Doing so will create more opportunities for 
students and professionals, strengthen the industry, and ensure that our parks, fields, 
and landscapes continue to be maintained at the highest standards. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to reach out if you have any 
questions or require additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Bowers, CSFM 
Jason Bowers, CSFM
Horticulture and Turfgrass Technician 
Loudoun County Parks and Recreation 





January 28, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am Jim Darling, Owner of the Austin Territory for Clean Air Lawn Care, a company dedicated 
to providing sustainable, organic lawn care solutions using electric equipment. We employ a 
skilled team committed to reducing the environmental impact of traditional lawn care practices, 
and we serve clients throughout the Austin area. 

I am writing to express my full support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification. This 
certification ensures individuals possess the necessary knowledge and skills to manage 
turfgrass effectively, and it aligns with our values of sustainability and responsible lawn care. 

State approval of the SFMA certification would raise the standard for the lawn care industry, 
ensuring that new hires are better prepared to handle the complexities of turfgrass 
management. At Clean Air Lawn Care, we often face challenges finding knowledgeable, 
entry-level employees with the right expertise in turfgrass care. The certification addresses 
those gaps by providing professionals with the foundation they need to succeed in the field. 

We would prioritize hiring candidates with this certification, offering them preferential hiring and 
potentially higher pay. We believe that having employees with this certification would enhance 
the quality of service we provide and support our mission of promoting eco-friendly lawn care 
practices. 

We highly encourage state approval for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification, as it is vital 
to both the growth of our organization and the continued success of the lawn care industry. 

Sincerely, 

​





 
 
 
 
 
Davis College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources 
Department of Plant & Soil Science 
MS 2122 
Lubbock, TX  79409-2122 
 
March 12, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Turfgrass management is a robust industry throughout the United States and particularly in 
Texas. Industry demand is greater than the number of graduating students in turfgrass 
management, so our job placement is 100% at Texas Tech. With these opportunities, Texas 
Tech encourages students to enter their turf programs, and the primary limitation is the lack of 
high school exposure to the industry: students are unaware of the high-quality careers 
available because they are not exposed to high school turfgrass programs. Teaching turfgrass 
curriculum in high schools also develops agriculture-adjacent students who care about plant 
and soil stewardship, but who do not necessarily come from farming or rural backgrounds.  
 
It is imperative that we develop a pipeline of skilled talent for current and future positions within 
the turfgrass industry through the following actions:  

• Raise awareness among high school students, teachers, and counselors of career 
opportunities in turfgrass science 

• Provide teaching curriculum at the high school level, including certificate programs that 
lead to further training or education 

• Develop Supervised Agricultural Experiences (SAEs) for high school students to apply 
turfgrass science knowledge in practical situations 

 
The College Turf Bowl competition recently had 76 universities participate, and the Texas FFA 
turf contest is in the process of becoming fully sanctioned through the FFA. The availability of 
resources for aspiring turf students will be invaluable to the turf industry, Texas Tech 
University, and ultimately students who are interested in turfgrass management. Therefore, we 
fully support the introduction of turf curricula, including SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification, 
into high schools in Texas. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Joseph Young, PhD 
Associate Professor of Turfgrass Science 
  
 
 
Glen Ritchie, PhD 
Chair, Department of Plant & Soil Science 











 

March 31, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing on behalf of Express Employment Professionals to express our full support for the 
SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification. As the Vice President of Marketing and Communications, I 
recognize the importance of certifications that provide individuals with the technical expertise 
necessary for success in specialized fields, and this certification is vital for those pursuing 
careers in turfgrass management, landscaping, and groundskeeping. 

The knowledge gained through this certification equips individuals with essential skills in 
turfgrass care, maintenance, and sustainability, focusing on topics like soil health, pest 
management, and water conservation. These skills are critical for maintaining healthy and 
aesthetically pleasing turfgrass areas, which are essential to the sports, recreation, and 
landscaping industries. 

At Express Employment Professionals, we regularly place candidates in positions requiring 
expertise in landscaping, turf management, and groundskeeping. We believe that the SFMA 
Turfgrass Science Certification will prepare individuals to excel in maintaining turfgrass for a 
variety of applications, improving the quality and sustainability of landscapes, sports fields, and 
other turfgrass areas. 

We fully support the approval of this certification, recognizing its value in building a skilled 
workforce for the turfgrass and landscaping industries. This certification will contribute to the 
continued success of businesses that depend on expertly managed turfgrass and landscaping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important certification. 

Sincerely, 

 
Rachel Rudisill 
Vice President of Marketing and Communications 
Express Employment Professionals 

 



STREET FARMS  
BARRY STREET  
8495 FM 145  
KRESS, TX 79052 
 
March 27, 2025 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my full support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification and its 
implementation in Texas. As the owner of Street Farms, I recognize the critical role that 
turfgrass science plays in soil health, land management, and sustainable agricultural 
practices. Proper turfgrass management is essential not only for aesthetic and recreational 
spaces but also for maintaining healthy soils and responsible resource use. 

Certified candidates will have the opportunity to earn a higher starting wage at Street 
Farms. We value the knowledge and skills demonstrated by this certification and are 
committed to compensating employees accordingly. I am also personally committed to 
offering interviews to candidates who have obtained the SFMA Turfgrass Science 
Certification, as it signifies a strong foundation in soil management, irrigation efficiency, 
and environmentally responsible turfgrass maintenance. 

The agricultural and land management industries must continuously adapt to challenges 
such as water conservation, erosion control, and sustainable plant care. Certifications like 
this ensure that our workforce is well-equipped to implement best practices that promote 
long-term land health and sustainability. By supporting this certification, we are investing in 
the future of our industry and fostering a new generation of professionals dedicated to 
responsible turf and land management. 

I strongly recommend the approval of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification in Texas 
and stand ready to support its implementation. 

Sincerely, 

 

Barry Street 
Owner  
Street Farms 

 





 
Angelo State University 

Office of the Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs 

April 7, 2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Angelo State University, I am 
pleased to offer my strong support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification for 
approval in Texas. In my years of experience in agricultural education, I've come to 
recognize the growing importance of turfgrass science across multiple industries, including 
landscaping, sports field management, and environmental conservation. This certification 
provides individuals with the technical skills necessary to understand turfgrass cultivation, 
pest management, irrigation, and overall turf care—all essential elements for success in 
today’s rapidly evolving landscape. 
The turfgrass industry faces a unique challenge in finding entry-level workers who not 
only have enthusiasm but also the specific knowledge to maintain and improve the quality 
of turf. Those who complete this certification have demonstrated they understand the 
intricacies of turfgrass science, from soil health to maintenance practices, ensuring they’re 
ready to meet the diverse needs of employers in this field. This is exactly the kind of 
expertise that makes a real difference in maintaining healthy, thriving turf systems for both 
commercial and residential applications. 
At Angelo State, we appreciate individuals who enter the workforce with practical, hands-
on knowledge. A certification like this speaks volumes about an individual's preparedness, 
and we would gladly consider such individuals for interviews and offer them higher pay 
due to the demonstrated skill set they bring to the table. The readiness these individuals 
possess ensures they are equipped to contribute immediately and effectively. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification 
will undoubtedly have a positive impact on the future of turfgrass management in Texas 
and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Don R. Topliff, Ph.D. 
Provost/VPAA 









Haney’s Mowing & Landscaping, LLC​
Mr. Landon Haney​
6877 Hollansburg Sampson Rd​
Arcanum OH 45304​
Cell - 937-750-6233​

 

April 8, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern; 

I am writing this letter in strong support of the approval and implementation of the SFMA Turfgrass Science 

Certification in Ohio. As the owner and manager of Haney’s Mowing & Landscaping, LLC, I have witnessed firsthand 

the importance of building a knowledgeable, skilled team to ensure the success and growth of our business and of 

our industry. 

I started my business at the age of 14, providing mowing and landscaping services to local residents in Arcanum, 

Ohio. Over the years, our company has expanded to offer a wide range of services, including mowing, weed 

control, fertilization, landscape design, aeration, seeding, lawn repair, and athletic field maintenance serving both 

residential and commercial clients. 

The landscape industry continues to evolve, with new techniques, products, and services that require specialized 

knowledge. Turfgrass science is an essential component of what we do, and providing training and certification in 

this field would elevate the skills of our workforce, ensuring that lawn care professionals are equipped with the 

latest industry knowledge. 

At Haney’s Mowing & Landscaping, LLC, we believe in providing career opportunities for both our team members 

and also for young professionals. We offer landscaping services to local school athletic fields and support programs 

like FFA that helped shape my own career. A certification program focused on turfgrass science would be an 

valuable asset to lawn care and turfgrass professionals, equipping them with both the technical expertise and 

hands-on experience needed to thrive in the industry. 

We support the approval of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification and encourage you to consider the positive 

impact it will have on both the quality of lawn care and turfgrass professionals in Ohio and the development of a 

skilled workforce for years to come. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

​
Landon Haney​
Owner & Manager​
Haney’s Mowing & Landscaping, LLC 



 

 

March 30, 2025​
 

To Whom it May Concern: 

On behalf of Huffman, LLC, I am writing to offer our full support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science 
Certification. At Huffman, LLC, we specialize in providing high-quality agronomic services, turf 
seed, and chemical solutions to a variety of clients within the agriculture and turfgrass industry. 
We understand the vital role that expertise and training play in maintaining healthy, sustainable 
turfgrass systems, and we are proud to advocate for certifications like SFMA’s Turfgrass 
Science program. 

Our team recognizes the importance of continuing education and professional development for 
turfgrass managers. The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification program offers a structured and 
thorough pathway for individuals to enhance their knowledge in turfgrass science, helping to 
ensure the longevity and quality of turfgrass operations. We strongly believe that those who 
achieve this certification will be better equipped to meet the challenges of maintaining diverse 
and sustainable turf environments. 

This content would also provide value to our team – ensuring that our staff always operates with 
a strong understanding and best practices in the forefront. 

Our work with agronomists, farmers, turf managers, and other professionals emphasizes the 
value of advanced training and certification in creating a more sustainable and effective 
approach to turf management. 

In conclusion, Huffman, LLC fully supports the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification and 
encourages those in the turfgrass management field to pursue this valuable credential. We look 
forward to seeing the continued growth of the program and its positive effects on the industry. 

Should you require any further information or have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Brad Collins​
Sales and Agronomy Specialist​
Huffman, LLC 



 

1201 Dublin Rd, Suite 136    Columbus, Ohio 43215   614.285.4683 

 
 
April 3, 2025 
 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
The Ohio Sports Field Management Association has been a chapter of the National Sports Field 
Management Association since the late 1990’s. During this time, OSFMA has been a strong supporter 
of the Sports Field Management industry in Ohio by promoting Advocacy, Awareness, Education, 
Research, Networking, Outreach and Career Development. It is our goal to ensure safe and playable 
Athletic Surfaces across Ohio from Community-based fields to the athletic surfaces the professional 
athletes play on each week. OSFMA represents the hard-working Grounds Teams, Turf Industry Sales 
Professionals, Research Scientists, Educators and Students 
 
 One of the challenges our industry faces here in Ohio is finding qualified professionals interested in 
making the Sport Field Management industry a career. We believe this begins in the education 
system here in Ohio with awareness and opportunities to gain the basic knowledge and experience 
needed to start a successful career. With the turf industry accounting for more than $4.6 billion of 
the Ohio economy and more than 40,000 individuals employed in the state, we feel this industry is a 
future to invest in. 
 
This investment should begin with the educational opportunities offered by our Ohio Schools. An 
Educational Certificate focusing on Turfgrass Sciences, Soil Sciences, Grounds and Turf Management 
would prepare the students for immediate employment after completion or advance the students 
into a Post Secondary Institution in which Ohio has one of the top-rated Turfgrass Management 
programs in the nation. 
 
The Ohio Sports Field Management Associate is in complete support of a Certificate program directly 
focusing on the Turf Management industry. 
  
Regards 
 
 
Brian Hall 
bhall@playsylvania.com 
Ohio Sports Field Management Council- President 

 

mailto:bhall@playsylvania.com




 

April 8, 2025 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

As a Landscape Designer at All Seasons Property Care, I’m excited to share my support for 
the approval of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification in the state of Texas. In our line of 
work, turf management is a major part of maintaining healthy, attractive properties—
whether it's residential lawns, commercial spaces, or athletic fields. This certification 
offers a strong foundation in turfgrass varieties, soil health, irrigation, pest control, and 
maintenance practices, all of which are essential for producing great results in our industry. 

A challenge we sometimes face when hiring is finding individuals who truly understand 
what it takes to establish and care for quality turf. Many applicants have a general interest 
in landscaping but lack the technical know-how to identify turf issues or implement 
sustainable solutions. The SMFA Turfgrass Science Certification addresses that by 
preparing individuals with the kind of specialized knowledge we often don’t see in entry-
level hires. That kind of head start makes a real impact on job performance and team 
efficiency. 

We recognize and value the commitment it takes to complete a certification like this, and 
we’re more than willing to offer interviews and higher pay to individuals who bring that 
expertise to the table. The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification helps create a more skilled 
and confident workforce, and I believe it would be a great asset not only to our company 
but to the landscaping and groundskeeping industry across Texas. 

Sincerely, 

 

Terry McNeill 
All Seasons Property Care 

 



March 30, 2025

To Whom It May Concern,

I am Troy Mabis, the owner of Mabis Landscape Construction, LLC, based in western 
Ohio. For years, my company has been dedicated to providing quality landscaping and 
grounds maintenance services to clients across the region.
I am writing to express my strong support for the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification
to be approved in our state. 
In my line of work, I’ve seen firsthand how the right knowledge, experience, and 
expertise make a significant difference. I place a high value on hiring employees who can
deliver top-quality work and contribute positively to our reputation. Individuals who earn
this certification would prove to have the knowledge and a deep understanding of 
turfgrass science, maintenance practices, nutrient management, drainage, soil health and 
management, and environmental benefits.
At Mabis Landscape Construction, we hire a small but skilled team to handle our grounds
maintenance and landscaping projects. Our work requires precision and expertise, and 
this certification would provide any new team members with a solid foundation in 
turfgrass care and directly enhance the quality of service we provide to our clients.
I believe that the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification will elevate the standard of the 
landscaping industry as a whole by ensuring that employees are better prepared to 
manage the complexities of turfgrass and grounds care.
I fully support the approval of this certification in Ohio. I believe it would help raise the 
bar for turfgrass professionals and benefit companies like ours in the long run, which 
depend on knowledgeable and reliable workers. I am excited to see how this certification 
will shape the future of my industry and improve the quality of landscaping and grounds 
maintenance in our state.
I look forward to seeing the positive impact this certification will have. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Troy Mabis
Owner, Mabis Landscape Construction, LLC

Mabis Landscape Construction LLC.

mabislandscapeconst@gmail.comScott Mabis              
CLT/OCLT/ICPI 
SRWI Certified

3320 Stahlheber Rd.
Hamilton, OH  45013

Phone:   513-334-9731 Scott
Phone:   513-479-0896 Troy

Troy Mabis 
ICPI/AB Wall 
Certified Licensed
Applicator             
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April 9, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please consider the approval of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification as an educational 
resource across the state of Ohio. 

Benchmark Landscape Construction has been serving Central Ohio for nearly 30 years. We 
understand that the success of our organization lies in the quality and expertise of our field 
staff. Our team is the backbone of everything we design, build, and maintain, and we are 
committed to ensuring they are well-trained and knowledgeable in providing exceptional 
craftsmanship. 

We believe that the inclusion of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification in educational and 
training programs would provide valuable skills for those entering the landscape and turf 
management industries. This certification aligns with industry standards and equips individuals 
with practical, hands-on knowledge that directly contributes to their success in the field. 

Benchmark Landscape Construction has long been a strong supporter of career education. We 
actively participate in and support Career-Technical Education career events, host tours of our 
facilities for students, and offer hands-on learning opportunities. Our company believes in 
nurturing the next generation of professionals in the landscape industry, and we see the SFMA 
Turfgrass Science Certification as another opportunity to achieve this goal. 

The integration of this certification into Ohio’s educational programs will not only provide 
students with a competitive edge but also enhance the overall quality of the workforce in our 
state. 

The team at Benchmark Landscape Construction, Inc. is confident that this certification will 
provide significant value to both learners and the industry as a whole. 

Thank you for considering this important step in supporting the growth of a highly skilled 
workforce in Ohio’s landscape and turf management industry. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 Devon Stanley, OCNT/LIC 
Maintenance Division Manager 
Maintenance Business Developer 
B.S. Landscape Horticulture – The Ohio State University 
(614) 206-1846 mobile / dstanley@benchmarkohio.com 



 
Ramzi White  
Senior Branch Manager  
Mobile: 806-589-8308  
Email: Rwhite@siteone.com 
  
April 11, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern 

As a Senior Branch Manager of SiteOne Landscape Supply, I am pleased to express my 
support for the approval of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification. At SiteOne, we pride 
ourselves on being the largest and only national wholesale distributor of landscape 
supplies in the United States, serving a diverse clientele of residential and commercial 
landscape professionals who specialize in the design, installation, and maintenance of 
lawns, gardens, golf courses, and other outdoor spaces. 

At SiteOne, we are consistently impressed by individuals who come prepared with a solid 
foundation in turfgrass science and related disciplines. While we welcome candidates from 
various backgrounds, those with specialized knowledge in turf management, irrigation 
systems, and landscape maintenance often adapt more quickly and contribute 
meaningfully from the outset. Their preparedness not only enhances our team's efficiency 
but also elevates the service we provide to our clients. 

The SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification offers a structured and comprehensive 
curriculum that aligns with the competencies we value at SiteOne. By equipping individuals 
with in-depth knowledge and practical skills pertinent to turfgrass science, this 
certification ensures that candidates are well-prepared to meet the demands of our 
industry. Recognizing the value of such credentials, we are committed to offering 
enhanced compensation to certified individuals and prioritizing them in our hiring process. 

The approval of the SFMA Turfgrass Science Certification will undoubtedly elevate the 
standard of professionals entering the landscape supply industry. We are enthusiastic 
about the positive impact this will have on our workforce and the broader community. 

Sincerely, 

Ramzi White 
SiteOne Landscape Supply 

mailto:Rwhite@siteone.com
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